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knowing in the heart or in a poem and the imperfect knowing of life, between any sort of knowing and living" (27).
Perluck thus explains that Ike failed because the "nonpossession, the renunciations, and thus the 'freedom' which may be realized in the heart--this Ike had tried to live. . .
The moral freedom to choose not to act does not exist, except in the heart, where it is not a moral but a spiritual and aesthetic freedom" (28), His argument is clear and forceful, and he supports ably his two assertions that "The Bear" is not "a romantic Christian pastoral of redemption" and that "the principal effects are ironic,"
On the other hand, Perluck* He WAS indeed "born in a cage" knowing nothing else because he is eminently sensitive of a lost freedom for which he
grieves, yet is too proud to admit that it is lost, much continually and mistakenly white man has rationalized his right to tame, to Interfere in the natural course of life- in twenty feet of them," Sam's reaction to its grace and beauty is to salute-reverently, with his "right arm raised at full length, palm-outward" and the words "'Oleh, Chief
Grandfather'" (l84).
This expression of wonderment and awe reveals an appreciation of the value of the wilderness that makes the matter of when to kill and when not to kill an obvious and instinctive Judgment, Ike therein witnesses Sam's use of his freedom to kill the deer in a way that illustrated perfectly the conditions under which man holds "suzerainty over the earth and the animals on it" (257). The "wild"
Indians had known their responsibility-knowing also that when the decision to kill was made, it was.refined by "love and pity for all which lived and ran and then ceased to live in. a second in the very midst of splendor and speed" (l82). (193) (194) A bear or a deer has got to be scared of a coward the same as a brave man has got to be*" (207).
.Ike*s fear cannot be merely set aside, however; it has to be conquered. It first grips him upon being shown the "print of the enormous warped two-toed foot" at which time PQf0P37ed to by Faulkner as an accolade, a salutation to mark the recognition of special merit, for the bear's appearance had been both a reward and a congratulatory gesture to Ike.
Old Ben himself consistently operated in that manner:
"fierce and ruthless not just to stay alive but ruthless with the fierce pride of liberty and freedom, jealous and proud enough of liberty and freedom to see it threatened not with fear nor even alarm but almost with joy, seeming deliberately to put it into jeopardy in order to savor it and keep his old strong bones and flesh supple and quick to defend and preserve it" (295).
IKE*S MATURITY IN THE WIIDERNESS AND OLD BEN'S DEMISE
The question that must now be dealt with, however, is that of determining the value of this newly acquired courage for Ike-a value that resides not in the courage alone but also in the knowledge about true freedom that comes through the experience. 
IKE'S ADULT DECISIONS: FAULKNER*S IRONIC CONCLUSION
One now looks to Ike, the man who should have learned courage and who seemed to have learned courage and freedom and responsibility from Sam Fathers, and the person entrusted with perpetuating the truths that had existed "in the solitary brotherhood of an old and childless Negroes alien blood and the wild and invincible spirit of an old bear" (295).m an of twenty-one years, Ike finds himself "juxtaposed not against the wilderness but against the tamed land which was to have been his heritage, the land which old Carothers
McCaslin his grandfather had bought with white man's money from the wild men. whose grandfathers without guns hunted it, and tamed and ordered or believed he had tamed and ordered it for the reason that the human beings he held in bondage and in the power of life and death had removed the forest from it . . . (254). The•predicament is thus presented in all of its complexity and starkness, suggesting the problems of the ensuing pages with the words "tamed land, white man's money," "heritage," "human beings," and "bondage."
Most critics say that Faulkner is allowing his readers to relax in the face of such problems, however--to be relieved that there is one fully prepared, full-fledged hero who can cope with the situation-to sit back and observe his heroic The only agreement reached on the subject is that the truth lies somewhere within the heart: there is only one truth and it covers all things that touch the heart. . . . the heart knows truth, the infallible and unerring heart*" (260, 261).
The irony of this agreement is clear, for Ike has once learned so well the truth of the heart from Sam Fathers. He has not merely been exposed to the meaning of true freedom, he has even experienced it, finding out that it cannot be had for the asking, that it must be worked for with sacri fice and courage, and that it makes man most responsible., for his actions. Having witnessed in the wilderness the kind of bondage resulting from freedom used irresponsibly, and having discovered at age sixteen from the ledgers in the commissary the same story told over again in connection him a pathetic, despondent old man presiding over a group of "hunters" whose slaying of does indicates how far as hunters they are"from Sam. The price Ike pays for his purity is that he becomes tainted indelibly with the very guilt he has.spent a lifetime repudiating.
